Legislation Abroad
air transport. Nevertheless, the airways are rapidly
developing, since there is a demand for quick service
inspite of its high cost. The guiding criterion is therefore
need and, as modern business is highly specialised, depend-
ing upon quickness, the quickest means of transport are
quite welcome, provided the service offered is safe and
efficient.
In the initial determination of the need, a number of
factors have to be considered, for it is transportation
that makes cities. London sprang into existence not
because of its commercial importance, which came later.
but because at that place the Thames could be forded most
easily. The first thing that has got to be done is a traffic
survey. f "We must be able to gauge the density of traffic
that would offer. This would, in its turn, depend upon
the layout of the country, proximity to towns of
importance, the commercial possibilities of the area served
and the nature of the industries localised therein. If it is
an educational centre, like a University town or a collegiate
centre, then there is bound to be heavy traffic, just as the
railway receipts of the South Indian Railway have swollen
consequent upon the institution of Annamalai University.
Again, certain places are market towns where weekly
markets are held; traffic in this case is bound to
be heavy, though seasonal; so too; if the town served
is a pilgrim centre But more than any thing else,
the existence of rival means of transport already serving
the area is a relevant factor. For all this, a traffic
analysis is essential and it ought to be the business
of the Transport Authority in each area to conduct a
periodic survey of the traffic offering. The period chosen
must be long and comprehensive, so that the average
requirements may be determinable. In this, the services
of the local police should be requisitioned who could be
% directed to take statistics of traffic passing at the traffic
points. In the case of passenger traffic, the trip sheets